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Bo Children’s Hospital continuing to 

make a lifesaving difference… 
when the hospital first opened in 2012 the 

infant mortality rate was 147/1000, in 2020 it 

was 108/1000 (UNICEF).   Sierra Leone is still 

ranked as having one of the highest infant 

mortality rates in the world.  With the 

support of you, our wonderful donors we 

have been able to help reduce these statistics.  

The late Dr Nuli Lemoh, Founder of Bo Childrens Hospital 

In this newsletter, we share some of the success stories by meeting some of the children 

and visiting with our nurses. 

    More than a hospital – a way forward for the community 



Meet Mohamed Paul Sengo 

Mohamed Paul Sengo, 12 years old, was brought to the BCH facility on the  
25 July 2022 with a complaint of severe abdominal pain, restlessness and right 
inguinal swelling. According to the brief medical history from the child’s father 
(Ibrahim Sengo), Mohamed had been suffering from this pain intermittently 
since he was 10. They have been visiting so many health facilities and hospitals 
for the same condition, but all efforts 
remained futile. However, one of the 
hospitals visited (Kindoya Hospital) had 
confirmed with ultra-sound scanning that the 
child had a right inguinal hernia and 
recommended surgery, but the father 

refused, stating that his son was too small for surgical operation.     Then Ibrahim 
Sengo took his son back to a herbalist who believed that the child’s poor health 
condition could only be managed traditionally.  
Mohamed spent about seven days with the native doctor however his condition 
continued to worsen. Interestingly enough, the native doctor later recommended 
transfer to the BCH for proper investigations and management. This was carried 
out without delay.  On arrival at BCH, the following investigations were done:   
medical history taken, physical examination; ultra-sound scan.  Confirmed 
diagnosis: Right inguinal hernia. Treatment:  Herniorrhaphy after all pre-operative 
care.   The parents were given oral medications to administer after discharge. 
Photos show Mohamed on admission and leaving to go home after successful surgery. 
 

Meet Umu Bangura             
Umu Bangura is the two weeks old daughter of Gelu Bangura (a 16 year- old 
teenager). According to the mother, the deterioration of Umu’s health started 
three days after birth. Prior to the attack, Gelu had washed the baby and left 
her to sleep by herself. About ten minutes later, she returned to find young 
Umu shivering violently and crying. Her grandmother decided to take the 
child to the Kenema Government Hospital where she was admitted for fever. 
However, further diagnoses revealed that Umu was suffering from Neonatal 
Sepsis. 
During her stay at the Kenema Government Hospital, Umu had two 
convulsionary episodes.   Unfortunately, the girl’s health continued to 
deteriorate and she was unable to respond to stimuli and her parents could 
not afford the necessary drugs.    Gelu spent 
five days at the Kenema Government 
Hospital, and absconded on the 6th day, with 

Umu’s health complication left untreated.     On their return home, Umu continued 
experiencing serious health issues which left the parents feeling very worried.   Gelu 
heard about the Bo Children’s Hospital from a neighbour who had once benefited 
from the facilities of BCH. According to her narrative, she immediately informed her 
mother, who wasted no time in bringing both her daughter and grandchild to BCH. 
Umu was admitted with the following health complications: Poor response to 
stimuli; skin rash; high grade fever; pus draining around the umbilicus; two episodes 
of convulsion at home; itching of both eyes 
The following diagnoses were made by the clinicians: Complicated Malaria and 
Neonatal Sepsis.   Gelu spent six days at BCH before discharge and her mother was 
advised on exclusive breast feeding, the regular usage of treated bed net and to 
practise hand hygiene.  



Meet Marily Thollah      
 
Marily is a 13months old female who lives with her mother (Zinab 
Samural) and her Father (Mohamed Thollah) at Kandeh town extension 
Bo.  Mohamed, who does petty trading is the breadwinner of the family 
which includes his wife, four children and four other relatives.   However, 
three weeks prior to her admission at BCH, the child started running a 
fever and was taken to a drug 
store where several unprescribed 
oral medicines were sold to the 
parents. Those medications were 
given to the child and upon 
completion, the child’s health 
condition continued to 
deteriorate and additional signs 

and symptoms like persistent cough, poor appetite, high grade fever, pale 
conjunctiva and weakness were experienced. Her grandparent blamed 
witchcraft chasing her granddaughter and this prompted them to take the 
child to their pastor at church. After a week in church with the pastor, the 
situation still continued to get worst and the child became lethargic, had two 
episodes of convulsion and persistent vomiting added to the previous clinical 
features.   The Pastor advised the parents to take Marily to the Bo Children’s 
Hospital facility for further investigations and management to which the 
parents agreed.      On arrival at BCH, the following were signs and 
symptoms:  high fever, severe respiratory distress, vomiting, pale 
conjunctiva. The following diagnoses were made: S/malaria 2nd 
hypoglycaemia, S/ Pneumonia, Typhoid fever 2nd moderate anaemia.  Marily made a good recovery with the 
treatment at Bo Children’s Hospital and after a few days she was discharged to go home. 
 
 

BCH Immunisation program in action 

 
 Our immunisation programme continues to function successfully and our team went out to visit some of the villages 
in our catchment area.  The head of EPI (Environmental Performance Index) in action in one of our communities on 
an outreach visit to that community to immunize children.    

 

 



Cost of living in Sierra Leone soars 

This has had a very strong impact on the staff working at our 
hospital.   A bag of rice (the staple diet of SL) was $43 in January 
2022 and is now $53 in October 2022. The hospital staff have had 
one salary increase since the opening 10 years ago. We are 
indebted to our wonderful staff who have been so dedicated to Bo 
Children’s Hospital for over 10 years now.   In order for them to 
survive in the current economic climate (inflation rate in Sierra 
Leone is 28%) we are going to give them a salary increase to afford 
to buy necessary food and clothing for their families. This will also 
be a struggle for us with the US dollar of less value.   
We have much to celebrate over the past 10 years because 

thanks to you, our dedicated supporters, we have treated 

over 34,000 children and educated parents and carers on preventative treatments.  

BCH Nurses in their new uniforms 
Our nurses have received new uniforms for the first time since the hospital opened.  See photos of some of the 
nurses in their weekday uniforms and polo shirt weekend uniforms. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

With your donation and support, we can secure the future work of the 

BO CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL                                          
YES, I would like to make a gift:   
$25 $50 $75 $100 My choice $........…………………. OR monthly donation of $.....................................................   

DIRECT DEBIT:   

Bo Children’s Hospital Trust      Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Westpac  BSB 032 089         Address……………………………………………………………………………………………..…..………………..  

ACCT#               273051         ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………… 

          Email………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  Payable to:  Children’s Hospital Trust, P.O. Box 623 Balgowlah, NSW  2093  

 Cheque or money order   

 Charge my credit card    Visa    MasterCard   

Card No…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Expiry Date……………………………………….….   

Name on Card………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………   

   

Signature…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………..…………… 

   

bochildrenshospital.org.au/donation.php Find us on Instagram@bochildrenshospital 

Save on postage to receive your newsletter, email us at:   bochildrenshospital@bigpond.com 

Donations over $2 are tax deductible                   OUR SINCERE THANKS 


